
  

   Growers have a great opportunity to help direct the future of the raspberry 
industry by participating in the 2008 Annual Meeting at 3pm on December 
15th in the Rotary Building in Lynden.   
   The Board will present reports from 2008 activities and discuss the 2009 
priorities and budget. A draft budget and some comments about our budget 
priorities are on page 4.  We encourage you to look it over and we welcome 
your ideas and guidance as we seek the best use of your assessment dollars. 
   Specific topics of interest include discussion of the newly proposed United 
States Red Raspberry Council which is patterned after the  successful US 
Highbush Blueberry Council, new initiatives in health based raspberry      
research and marketing activities, and a  focus on Innovation to create greater 
profitability for raspberry growers.   

   Plan to join us at the Rotary Building on the NW WA Fairgrounds on December 15th.  Refreshments 
will be available. 
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   WRRC Board members are very concerned that they manage the 
assessments collected from raspberry growers wisely.  These    
dollars provide the opportunity to make strategic investments in 
research projects that help lower production costs and in           
promotion projects that help to raise demand for raspberries and 
thereby raspberry prices. Wisely invested, your grower              
assessments should return many times over.   
   A quick glance at the proposed budget (page 4) should prompt 
questions about our direction.  We hope you  consider our reasons for creating this budget and ask us 
about them.  Contact board members individually or come to our Annual Meeting and ask your        
questions directly.   
   Our reasons for building a budget that spends more than it takes in are these three:  

1) We have a good financial base and these funds should be working for you rather then saved for the 
future.  We are fortunate that the substantial investment in the anti-dumping effort seven years ago 
has resulted in complete repayment of these investments.  It is time to put these dollars back into 
the promotions program which was shortchanged for several years;   

2) The creation of the national/international Research and Promotion Council requires a $125,000  
referendum bond and some organizational funds to establish this Board.  This is a one-time        
expense and, should the new board be created, we will be reimbursed this amount.  We expect that 
the WA Red Raspberry Commission will continue in its current research work but hand off most of 
its promotions and health research projects to the national council.                      (continued on page 4) 

Recipes @ www.raspberryinfo.com 

How Should We Spend Your Assessments?   



Page 2 
2008 Red Raspberry Production Report  

Darryl’s Corner  ‐   by Darryl Ehlers 

   
 

Hi Folks,  
   The Research & Promotion national program must be voted on before it 
succeeds.  The Foreign countries must pay the same level of assessments to 
support USA Raspberry research and promotion. They will raise the price of 
sale to reflect the assessment which in turn raises the price paid to you. So in 
the end you have lost nothing on assessment rate because the one cent cost is 
reflected in the sale. 
    I really need your help to see it pass. The vote is coming within a year. That 
is how slow the government is. 
   I am your food safety committee chair and I’m hearing more about the customer’s demand for perfect 
fruit.  If you have any garbage around your fields or spray area, clean it up!  Others see it and so do your 
buyers. We have some upcoming food safety meetings that will educate you on your responsibilities.  It 
does not rest on the handler alone.  All buyers want to know your food safety actions from the ground 
up.  
   Good food safety procedures on your farm support our research projects to find all the health         
properties that raspberries contain.  A good health pitch will make our industry strong. We are raising a 
luxury crop that  people can do without unless we can prove it is top line healthy. 
   As most of you know the Raspberry Commission is sitting on a nice nest egg because of the anti-
dumping suit which returned funds that many of us questioned would pay off.  Now that is a dead horse 
and we must move forward.   The cost of formation of the National R&P program and the marketing and 
research work we are doing to give the R&P a leg up on going forward is pricey but it goes with the 
thought of selling a healthy food and maintaining your place in the market at a profit. 

And Some Final Thoughts from Darryl as he finishes his second term on the Raspberry Commission . . . 

    I appreciated the right to serve as your representative.  I've only received two purplish hearts in the 
process.  I am finishing my second and final term.  I hope someone picks up the pen to be the Ms. or 
Mister spokesperson for (insert new name) Corner—speaking up in broad fashion, questioning, and    
adding to a solid direction. 
    Since I will be impossible to replace, my spirit will haunt you, if not my presence. They could have 
shown my picture on a horses backside, but being I'm lovable and handsome no one had the nerve to do 
so. 
   As a line in one of my poems reads;  “Look at you, you ugly bunch wallowing in your sorrows, I just 
died to get some rest, I'm coming back to haunt you all  tomorrow.” 

          Thanks to all, we are all together with Raspberries in our blood,  Darryl Ehlers 

 Grower # 2007 Pounds 2008 Pounds Change 

Whatcom County 83 47,795,481 47,848,709 0.1% 

Central Puget Sound 9 1,126,918 869,086 -22.9% 

Southwest WA 14 3,105,209 2,397,653 -22.8% 

Skagit, Snohomish Counties 18 1,419,128 2,268,836 59.9% 

   WA State Total 124 53,446,735 53,384,284 -0.1% 
     

Oregon  4,024,351 3,408,667 -15.3% 
British Columbia (est.) 15,500,000 13,000,000 -16.1% 

     
Northwest Total  72,971,086 69,792,951 -4.4% 



Growers will have the opportunity to participate in hearing reports of current research and presentation of 
newly proposed research projects on December 15th and 16th at the Rotary Building in Lynden.  The 
15th will feature reports on new technology in berry production.  The WSU Small Fruit Workshop will 
be held on the 16th which will also feature presentations from several of the WRRC funded researchers.  
The text of the proposals (list on page 5) are available from the WRRC office. 
 

Monday -  December 15  -  WRRC annual grower meeting 10-3 
Presentations from technology/suppliers on new products and trends. Eldon Vander Ploeg will 
be reporting on the technology show recently held in Italy.  Other potential presenters include: 
Campbell Scientific, Oxbo/Korvan, BEI, Littau, ZedX, and Farmers Equipment explaining new 
sprayer technology.   
 

3pm  -  WRRC annual meeting  - reports on research and promotion activities, formation 
of USRRC, and 2009 Workplan/Budget 

  Research Presentations 
  4:00 - 4:20 Chaim Kempler – Raspberry Breeding  
  4:20 - 4:50  Pat Moore – Raspberry Breeding, Machine Harvest trials, Molecular Markers 
  4:50 - 5:10  Chad Finn  - Raspberry Breeding 
    

  6:00   Research Committee Meeting 
      

Tuesday  -  December 16  -  2008 Western WA Small Fruit Workshop 
      7:30 am  -  3:30 pm  

http://whatcom.wsu.edu/ag/sfw/ 
 

Wednesday  -  December 17 
  7:30 - 9:30 WRRC Promotion committee meeting 

 
  10:00  WRRC Board meeting 
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Year Seat 

07  1 Vacant  -  District #2 
10  2 Adam Enfield, President 
   Lynden 
                              360-354-3019 
                              adam@enfieldfarms.com  
08           3           John Vander Veen 
                             Lynden 
   360-988-7477 
                              tjveen@cs.com 
08  4 Darryl Ehlers   
                Lynden 
                             360-988-5184  
   lingonberry1@aol.com   
08  5 Erin Thoeny, Vice-President 
   Woodland 
    360-225-7133                                                    
    thoenyf@pacifier.com 
09  6 Richard Sakuma, Treasurer 
    Burlington 
    360-757-1855   
    richards@sakumabros.com 
09  7 Vacant  -  District #2  
10  8 Randy Honcoop 
   Lynden 
   360-354-1155 
   ranhonfarm@peoplepc.com 

Year      Seat  
09       9 Vacant—District #3 
10              10 John Ozuna 
   Mt. Vernon 
   360-770-1182 
WSDA      11 Bill Dallas 
     Olympia 
    360-902-1925 
    bdallas@agr.wa.gov  

 
                 WRRC Office 
Henry Bierlink, Executive Director 
 henry@red-raspberry.org 
Tom Peerbolt, Research Coordinator 
 tom@red-raspberry.org 
Tom Krugman, Development Coordinator 

tomk@red-raspberry.org 
Dee Munson, Promotions Coordinator 
 dee@red-raspberry.org 
Cathy Kellett, Office Manager 
 1796 Front Street 
 Lynden, WA 98264 
 360-354-8767  fax 360-354-0948 
 info@red-raspberry.org 
 www.red-raspberry.org       



   

 WRRC Financial Report & Draft Budget 
 The following financial report & budget will be considered at the annual meeting Dec. 15th. 
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Category   2008 Budget  2008 Estimated  2009 Draft 

Assessments  $265,000   $264,000   $250,000  

Interest  $20,000   $42,500   $20,000  

Grant Income  $88,000   $93,000   $10,000  

Other income  $1,000   $585   $1,000  

Reserve  $75,000   $75,000   $75,000  

Total  $449,000   $475,085   $356,000  

EXPENSES          

Category   2008 Budget  2008 Estimated  2009 Draft 

Promotion  $350,000   $247,334   $250,000  

 Research  $150,000    $82,334    $150,000   
 Publicity  $200,000    $165,000    $100,000   

Research  $135,000   $160,000   $150,000  

Administration  $60,000   $60,000   $60,000  
Operations  $40,000   $31,000   $40,000  

National Program  $125,000   $2,788   $130,000  

 Bond for R & P Election        $125,000   

 Misc. Expenses     $2,788   $5,000   
Communications  $8,000   $8,000   $8,000  

Crop Protection  $5,000   $0   $5,000  

Reserve  $75,000   $75,000   $75,000  

TOTAL  $798,000   $584,122   $718,000  

  Total Retained Earnings  ($349,000)  ($109,037)  ($362,000) 
 Bank Balance at end of year $1,023,330   $914,293    

3) We hope to establish a strong promotion team that can build on credible health based research     
projects so that the new board, and the additional funds they can provide, will be able to pick up our 
promotions program  and energize them so that raspberries become a preferred fruit.  Our 2008 and 
2009 expenditures are designed to do just that.   

   It is very apparent to the WRRC Board that a small industry like ours needs to leverage its funds and 
its efforts with partners both at home and around the world.  We 
encourage you to learn more about the areas where we are     
working to build these relationships.  Ask us about the Northwest 
Center for Small Fruit Research (www.nwsmallfruits.org), the North 
American Raspberry Blackberry Growers Association 
(www.raspberryblackberry.com), or the National Berry Crops Initiative 
(www.nationalberrycrops.org).  We are also  engaging internationally 
though the International Raspberry Organization 
(www.internationalraspberry.org) and the soon–to-be-formed US Red 
Raspberry Council.   
  We always welcome your questions and advice on our direction 
and what we are doing to provide your farm a bright future.   

Assessment Questions .                           (continued from page 1) 



2009 Production Research Priorities  
#1 priorities 

 Develop cultivars that are summer bearing, high yielding, winter hardy, machine-harvestable, disease resistant, virus 
resistant and have superior processed fruit quality. 

 Understanding soil ecology and soil borne pathogens and their effects on plant health and crop yields. 
 Soil fumigation techniques and alternatives. 
 Fruit rot including pre harvest, post harvest, and/or shelf life. 
 Harvest contaminants and other problems stemming from the loss of longstanding insecticides and nematacides. 

#2 priorities 
 Product and Production Certification Systems - food safety & security, standards, traceability. 
 Weed control. 
 Nutrient/Irrigation management. 
 Viruses/crumbly fruit. 
 Mite management 

#3 priorities 
 Foliar & Cane Diseases – i.e.  spur blight, yellow rust, cane blight, etc.  
 Nutraceutical/Nutritional benefits for product development. 
 Season extension: improve viability of fresh marketing. 
 Labor saving cultural practices including mechanical pruning and tying techniques. 
 Vertebrate  pest management  

 2009 WRRC Research Project Requests  

Project Title Researcher (s) 
Proposed 
Budget 

Integrating Insect and Mite Management Lynell Tanigoshi $9,060  
Red Raspberry Breeding, Genetics,Clone Evaluation, Machine Har-
vest Trials Pat Moore $45,000  

Machine Harvest Evaluation of Raspberry Seedlings Pat Moore $6,842  

Postemergence Canada Thistle & Bindweed Control  Tim Miller, Carl Libbey $3,986  

Red Raspberry Cultivar Development 
Chaim Kempler,  
Brian Harding $7,000  

Efficacy of a phosphite product for controlling raspberry root rot 
caused by Phytophthora fragariae var. rubi 

Thomas Walters,    
Debra Inglis $6,150  

Evaluation of Novel Nematicides for Root Lesion Nematode Control 
Inga Zasada,   
Thomas Walters $7,633  

Molecular Markers Courtney Weber $14,614 

Identifying Root Traits Associated with Root Rot Resistance David Bryla,  Tom Forge $12,604 

Cooperative Raspberry Cultivar Development Chad Finn $7,500 
Phytophthora fragariae var. rubi Nic Grunwold $10,000 

Total Production Research $130,389  

Freezing and Frozen Storage Effects on Nutraceutical Properties 
Shyam Sablani,           
Joe Powers $19,430  

Improving Antioxidant Stability in Red Raspberry Powder by Micro-
encapsulation 

Shyam Sablani,           
Joe Powers $19,523  

Maintaining Raspberry Integrity during Processing 
Joe Powers,            
Shyam Sablani         $20,556  

$40,079  

TOTAL All Research Project Requests   

Total Post Harvest Research 
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$170,468  



  
 

Short Notes  
Erin Thoeny and Darryl Ehlers complete six years of service on the Board and John Vander Veen completes a 

three year term at the Annual Meeting in December.  Be sure to thank them for the positive contribution they 
have made to the industry.   Erin served as the WRRC Vice-President and Promotion Committee Chair for 4 
years providing us with numerous ideas and abundant energy to represent our growers locally, nationally, and 
internationally.  Darryl served as Communications Committee Chair for 2 years and consistently worked to 
make sure all growers have access to the information they need to effectively operate their farms. John served 
as Chemical Committee Chair and as part of the Research Committee providing quality insights and expanded 
perspectives in part due to his experience in the dairy industry as well.  We will miss their presence on the 
board but we expect to enjoy their continued involvement in WRRC projects. 

Kristie Clark has been elected to fill John Vander Veen’s board position in District #1.   Kristie is part of the 
management team at Clarks Berry Farm and Sno-Co Berry Pak LLC.  Ralph Minaker was also elected to a new 
three-year term on the Board.  Ralph completed two terms on the Board several years ago and brings abundant 
experience and wise counsel to the board.  Ralph replaces Darryl Ehlers.    

The board has four vacant seats that we would like to fill.  If you are a grower in District #2 or #3 we’d like to 
hear of your interest.  These districts cover all Westside counties south of Snohomish including the Olympic 
Peninsula.   

Growers are encouraged to take advantages of opportunities to learn more about issues surrounding the rasp-
berry industry by attending some of the fall/winter meetings on the calendar above.  More details for any of 
these meetings are available by contacting the Commission’s office.  Another fine resource for keeping in 
touch with industry information is the Calendar page of the NW IPM site located at (www.nwipm.info/calendar.asp) 

The North American Raspberry Blackberry Association (NARBA) provides an opportunity for raspberry and 
blackberry growers to learn from each other  in production and marketing issues.  The WRRC is a member and 
through our membership you can join at a reduced rate of $30/yr. for a new membership.  Membership entitles 
you to a subscription to their newsletter “The Bramble”, and discussion forums re: bramble growing.  It also 
helps support research projects important to bramble growers.  Contact us if you are interested in joining. 

 
 

 
 

Calendar 
December 4 - NWCSFR meeting, Corvallis 
December 8-10  -  NABGA Meeting, Grand Rapids MI 
December 15-17 -  WRRC Board & Annual Meeting 
January 28 - WRRC Board Meeting, Lynden 
February 19-21  -  BC Hort. Show, Abbotsford 
June 22-23  - Berry Health Symposium, Monterey, CA 
 

1796 Front Street 
Lynden, WA 98264 

Phone: 360-354-8767 
Fax: 360-354-0948 

Email: info@red-raspberry.org 
www.red-raspberry.org 

Washington Red Raspberry 
Commission 

Promotion, Fair Trade, and Research 
assistance for Growers 


	Growers will have the opportunity to participate in hearing reports of current research and presentation of newly proposed research projects on December 15th and 16th at the Rotary Building in Lynden.  The 15th will feature reports on new technology in berry production.  The WSU Small Fruit Workshop will be held on the 16th which will also feature presentations from several of the WRRC funded researchers.  The text of the proposals (list on page 5) are available from the WRRC office.

	Monday -  December 15  -  WRRC annual grower meeting 10-3

	3pm  -  WRRC annual meeting  - reports on research and promotion activities, formation of USRRC, and 2009 Workplan/Budget

	June 22-23  - Berry Health Symposium, Monterey, CA
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