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The WRRC Board has been considering significant
changes to the structure of our 37 year-old organization.
The motivation for these proposed changes are threefold:
1) adapt to a new relationship with the USRRC (see next
page), 2) square our governing statute with concerns
that all commodity commissions are facing, and 3) clean
up some language to make the WRRC more in tune with
the needs of the future.

Changes we are considering include:

e Reducing the WRRC from 11 to 7 members.

e Redistricting into 2 districts, Whatcom County and
the rest of the counties on the westside. 4 Board
members from Whatcom, 1 from the other counties,
and 1 at-large.

e Adding 2 board positions in an advisory role which
would be filled by handlers or crop advisors
appointed by the board.

e Ensure that the board has the authority to provide
assessment refunds as determined by the board
based on yearly needs.

e Restructuring the way board members are elected/
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appointed so that it is clear that we credibly speak
on behalf of the government and become much
better protected from the “free speech” challenges
that have hindered other commodity commissions
around the US.

The WRRC board recognizes that the increased 1 cent
assessment for the federal board effectively triples the
amount growers will be paying to support the work of the
WRRC and USSRC. Our intent is to be able to adjust the
amount of money needed each year at the State level by
focusing our work primarily on production research and
specific state issues which may allow us to refund a
portion of the grower assessments each year.

These, and other less significant changes, will be
discussed at the WRRC Annual meeting to be held at the
Lynden Ag Show/Small Fruit Conference on December
6th. We welcome your suggestions which we hope to
include in a final package of proposed changes to be
submitted to the State in early 2013. Growers will have
the final word on their adoption through a referendum
next spring or fall.
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Next Steps in the Formation of the USRRC

It has been over 8 years since we first introduced the idea of forming a federal raspberry board to you in this
newsletter. Slow but sure seems to be the rule here. The Order has been formed and board elections have taken
place. USDA is now processing these elections and determining who will make up the initial 13 member board of
the United States Red Raspberry Council. Five WA growers will be members and another 5 will be appointed as
alternates. We expect to hear who these members will be in early 2013 and we are hopeful an initial board
meeting can take place by next spring.

The new USRRC board will be empowered to collect assessments on processed red raspberries imported into the
US since September 5th, 2012. They will also collect a 1 cent per pound assessment on domestically grown
raspberries for the processed market in 2013 and beyond.

Our vision has been to apply the funds raised by this program to effective marketing of processed raspberries.
Elements of the work that may be needed include research into the health benefits of raspberries, stimulating new
raspberry product development, and targeted promotional efforts where the health benefits, solid value, food
safety standards, and great taste of raspberries can be clearly demonstrated. Stay tuned.

Total Raspberry Plants sold in PNW

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 Total
Meeker 3,096,799 1,835,085 1,760,740 2,743,486 2,667,032 1,988,460 1,249,589 15,341,191 53.1%
Chemainus 323,600 276,650 220,955 835,829 632,600 445,635 299,485 3,034,754 10.5%
Cascade Bounty 262,800 141,100 72,180 406,279 598,850 176,515 41,255 1,698,979 5.9%
Saanich 44,500 218,650 307,300 626,337 288,685 163,675 43,500 1,692,647 5.9%
Wakefield 0 0 0 123,222 335,400 523,385 493,200 1,475,207 5.1%
Tulameen 125,025 345,611 187,665 210,510 161,045 99,400 111,460 1,240,716 4.3%
Caroline 457,700 90,480 259,310 43,680 447700 31,395 50,480 977,745 3.4%
Cascade Delight 55,175 105,590 72,810 105,139 67,870 77,335 103,700 587,619 2.0%
Malahat 68,800 78,950 78,455 87,735 37,810 114,525 40,730 507,005 1.8%
Willamette 40,825 58,100 89,625 360 169,120 16,800 62,160 436,990 1.5%
Others 312,490 187,836 263,308 271,135 289,380 290,617 265,489 1,880,255 6.5%

4,787,714 3,338,052 3,312,348 5,453,712 5,292,492 3,927,742 2,761,048 28,873,108

. Mk 0 [ Sop g

Raspberry plant breeders and researchers §
have invested many years of research and =%
testing to find new varieties that address the
needs of our growers. The table above |
indicates that Meeker plantings have dropped
from 65% to 45% since 2006. We have more
options but we realize that we have &
significant progress yet to make. :

WRRC encourages grower participation in j
this crucial effort to build an improved §
foundation for our local raspberry industry. A
number of new varieties that show promise
of high productivity and traits that match our §
production systems are essential for our §
future. We have public breeding programs at
WSU, Ag Canada, and in Corvallis as well as
some private breeding programs working on
this concern. Contact us if your interested.



2013 Production Research Priorities
WRRC accepts funding proposals focused on the following priorities. Proposals are evaluated and
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designated for funding from our annual Research budget along with other funding sources that we seek to
leverage to advance work on these issues.

#1 priorities

Develop cultivars that are summer bearing, high yielding, winter hardy, machine-harvestable,
disease resistant, virus resistant and have superior processed fruit quality

Understanding soil ecology and soil borne pathogens and their effects on plant health and crop
yields

Fruit rot including pre harvest, post harvest, and/or shelf life

Soil fumigation techniques and alternatives to control soil pathogens, nematodes, and

weeds

Evaluation of the life cycle and management options of the Spotted Wing Drosophila

#2 priorities

Harvest contaminants and problems stemming from the loss of longstanding insecticides
Weed management

Nutrient/Irrigation management

Viruses/crumbly fruit

Mite management

#3 priorities

Vertebrate pest management

Product and Production Certification Systems - food safety & security, standards, traceability
Season extension: improve viability of fresh marketing

Labor saving cultural practices including mechanical pruning and tying techniques

Foliar and Cane diseases - i.e. spur blight, yellow rust, cane blight, etc.

WRRC Board of Directors - with term expiration date, December 1 . . .
Year Seat Year Seat
10 1 Vacant - District #2 13 8 Kyle Haugen
13 2 Adam Enfield, President Lynden
Lynden 360-815-1346
360-354-3019 kylejhaugen@gmail.com
adam@enfieldfarms.com 12 9 Erin Thoeny
14 3 Kristie Clark, Treasurer Woodland
Lynden 360-225-7133
(360) 354-1294 thoenyf@cni.net
clarksberryfarm@hotmail.com 14 10  Vacant - District #4
14 4 Ralph Minaker WSDA 11  Bill Dallas
Everson Olympia
360-966-5645 360-902-1925
minakerfarm@aol.com bdallas@agr.wa.gov
12 5 George Hoffman WRRC Office
Ridgefield Henry Bierlink, Executive Director
(360) 921-2522 henry@red-raspberry.org
CAROLDHOFFMAN@aol.com Tom Krugman, Marketing Director
12 6 Richard Sakuma tomk@red-raspberry.org
Burlington Hannah Coyne, Office Manager
360-757-1855 1796 Front Street
richards@sakumabros.com Lynden, WA 98264
09 7 Vacant - District #2 (360) 354-8767




WRRC Financial Report & Draft Budget
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The following financial report & budget will be considered at the annual meeting Dec. 6h.

INCOME
Category 2012 Budget 2012 Projected 2013 Draft Budget 1
Assessments $350,000 $316,000 $316,000
Interest $1,200 $800 $800
Grant Income
Other income $750 $880 $750
Total $351,950 $317,680 $317,550
EXPENSES
Category 2012 Budget 2012 Projected 2013 Draft Budget 1
Promotion $117,500 $115,000 $128,500
Research $0 $0 $23,500
Publicity $117,500 $115,000 $105,000

Research $134,450 $135,000 $135,000
Administration $50,000 $50,000 $50,000
Operations $30,000 $35,000 $35,000
National Program/Fair Trade $5,000 $0 $7,500
Communications $10,000 $8,200 $10,000
Crop Protection $5,000 $0 $10,000

TOTAL $351,950 $343,200 $376,000
Total Retained Earnings $0 ($25,520) ($58,450)
Non Designated Funds $353,000 # $327,480
2012 Profit and Loss -$25,520 -$58,450
Available Balance $327,480 $269,030

# estimated bank balance at end of 2012

Philadelphia AND/FNCE 2012 Report

From October 6™ — 9™, the WRRC once again exhibited
at the annual Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics (AND)
Food and Nutrition Conference and Expo (FNCE). This
year marks the fourth consecutive year the Commission
has participated in FNCE. Marketing Coordinator Tom
Krugman and Health Advisor Leigh Selby represented the
WRRC.

At our exhibit booth, we offered printed collateral
(revised and new nutrition fact sheets, bookmarks,
brochures and recipes) and raspberry jam, and sampled
red raspberry slaw. The slaw and accompanying recipe
were very well received and provided an excellent
means to showcase the versatility and taste of red rasp-
berries. Showcasing a savory recipe was an effective and

unexpected departure from a sweet recipe. We distribut-
ed more than 500 slaw samples (running out of product
each day), more than 250 copies of the recipe as well as
several fact sheets and brochures. Many people opted to
forgo printed materials and were pleased to know that
all of our resources are available on the website and
intend to use them in their blogs, articles, books, classes
and lectures.

In the course of a conversation with the dietitian for
the NFL’s Houston Texans, she shared that one of her
players had been traded to the Denver Broncos and
complained that the recipes weren’t healthy enough and
didn’t include several items that had been specially de-

veloped with red raspberries and served Continued on page 5



Philadelphia AND/FNCE 2012 Report

to the Texans players and year-round staff. The result of
this is that the Houston Texan’s dietitian is now providing
guidance on recipes and health information on red
raspberries for the Denver Broncos. Of particular interest
are recipes for inflammation and exercise recovery.

This year, we elected to have our booth in the Diabetes
Pavilion. One of the few whole foods exhibiting in the
Pavilion, our booth was directly across from the American
Diabetes Association, just down the row from the
American Heart Association, and near the Diabetes
Educators. We benefited from the traffic drawn to these
booths. We shifted locations anticipating future scientific
research will find that raspberries offer unique
advantages over other berries on diabetes management
and related risk factors. We believe that a large part of
this year’s success was a direct result of having our booth
in the Diabetes Pavilion which proved particularly

2012 Red Raspberry Production
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continued from page 4

advantageous to our promotion efforts. Leaders who
interacted with us were generally of a higher caliber than
we had encountered at previous locations. Conversations
were substantive, informed and fruitful. We have opted
to remain in the Diabetes Pavilion in 2013 to continue to
build on new and established relationships.
FNCE provides a unique opportunity to develop new
relationships with leaders in health and wellness as well
as reinforce existing relationships. Frozen fruits and vege-
tables are recognized by this audience as a viable, cost
effective alternative for many consumers. Each year, we
have been able to build our sphere of influence and con-
verse with a significant number of current and former
AND spokespeople. One of the Expo's greatest contribu-
tions to WRRC's promotion efforts is that we are able to
reach key influencers in health and nutrition through a
targeted, grassroots and cost effective approach.

% of State

Grower # 2008 Pounds 2009 Pounds 2010 Pounds 2011 Pounds 2012 Pounds Increase Production
Whatcom County 97 47,418,104 58,699,371 54,287,694 66,367,838 57,739,866 -13.0% 92.2%
Central Puget Sound 6 565,653 558,716 533,760 345,618 294,181 -14.9% 0.5%
Southwest WA 15 2,397,653 3,032,208 2,915,464 3,369,313 3,108,916 -7.7% 5.0%
Skagit, Snohomish 15 2,209,952 1,818,917 2,013,282 2,196,472 1,464,268 -33.3% 2.3%
WA State Total 133 52,591,362 64,109,212 59,750,199 72,279,241 62,607,231 -13.4%
Oregon 3,408,667 4,225,631 3,063,822 5,002,000 5,729,987 14.6%
British Columbia 1p9,833,200 21,550,420 20,449,000 22,545,000 17,500,000 -22.4%
Northwest Total 75,833,229 89,885,263 83,263,021 99,826,241 85,837,218 -14.0%

Taste Test of New Berry Selections

The research evaluations of the USDA-ARS/OSU berry breeding selections is upcoming. OSU is looking for anyone
who knows berries and knows what the industry needs. There will be two evaluation days:

Blackberries, Raspberries and Black Raspberries will be

evaluated on Monday, December 10, starting at 10 am.

Strawberries and Blueberries will be evaluated on Tuesday, December 18, starting at 10 am.

You will be expected to evaluate over 100 IQF selections and cultivars. We will be evaluating ALL the selections
and varieties from the 2011 season, many from several harvest dates. Results from this evaluation will be used to
determine which cultivars and selections will be discarded and which will continue on in the breeding program. We
will also decide which selections will be displayed at the Commission research meetings and at the Northwest Food

Processors meeting.

The evaluation will be held in the OSU Food Science Department, Wiegand Hall, at the corner of 30" and Campus

Way in Corvallis. Questions? Call or email Brian Yorgey @ brian.yorgey@oregonstate.edu

(541) 737-6496.




Wasghington Red Ragpbery Promotion, Fair Trade, and Research

Commisgion assistance for Growers
1796 Front Street
Lynden, WA 98264
Phone: 360-354-8767
Fax: 360-354-0948
Email: info@red-raspberry.org
www.red-raspberry.org
www.raspberryinfo.com

Calendar
November 29 - Small Fruit Center Conference - Kennewick
December 5 - WRRC Board meeting, 3pm, WRRC Office
December 6-7 - WSU Small Fruit Workshop, Lynden Ag Show,
WRRC Annual Mtg. Lynden
January 23 - WRRC Board Meeting, Lynden
January 27-30 -- North American Raspberry/Blackberry
Conference - Portland
January 24-26 - Pacific Ag Show and Grower Shortcourse
Abbotsford, BC
April 10 - WRRC Board Meeting, Puyallup
June 18-20 - Berry Health Benefits Symposium
Charlotte, NC

Short Notes

e Erin Thoeny was reappointed to a second three year term on the WRRC Board representing SW Washington
growers. The Skagit/Snohomish seat currently held by Richard Sakuma will be filled by Glenn Sakuma in
December. Thank you Richard for 6 solid years of service to the raspberry industry! We still have board open-
ings in Skagit/Snohomish and the Central Puget Sound area. We anticipate making adjustments to these
positions soon but if you know of someone qualified to serve in these areas we’d appreciate providing us with
your suggestions prior to our December meetings.

e Berries are increasingly viewed as having a profound impact against the diseases of aging including cancer,
cardiovascular disease, diabetes, and age related mental decline. Are berries truly a superfood with health
benefits for everyone? Hear the evidence at the 5th Biennial Berry Health Benefits Symposium to be held in
Charlotte June 18-20, 2013. http://www.berryhealth.org

¢ WRRC participated in a letter to Congress requested reexamination of federal Department of Labor Wage and
Hour Division’s enforcement of the Fair Labor Standards Act on Washington and Oregon farms. Their use of
the “hot goods” provision in this law means that highly perishable crops cannot be shipped for a thirty day
period from the alleged violation. The effect is that the grower is effectively denied “due process” under
the law. WRRC joined Whatcom Farm Friends, the WA Blueberry Commission, WA Grower’s League, the WA
Farm Labor Association, WA Farm Bureau, and WA Asparagus Commission in this protest.

e Darryl Ehlers has arranged to make it possible for you to get pesticide credits at the Pacific Ag Show and Grow-
er Shortcourse in Abbotsford. He asks that you contact him if you plan to go to the January meetings.

e Growers are encouraged to take advantages of opportunities to learn more about issues surrounding the
raspberry industry by attending the meetings on the calendar above. More details for any of these meetings
are available by contacting the Commission’s office. Another fine resource for keeping in touch with industry
information is the Calendar page of the NW IPM site located at (www.nwipm.info/calendar.asp)



