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No question, raspberry growers endured a challenging
year. Climate conditions were abnormally warm and dry.
Most current growers had never seen this much heat. Old
time growers recalled the mid-1950’s as the only time we
saw similar challenges.

The climate played the major role in a 27% drop in
raspberry production. Small berries meant far fewer
pounds to market which has a clear effect on gross income.
This affects the Commissions as well as the growers. We
have S$100k less to apply to the WRRC research and
promotion programs than we did this past year. It will
mean taking an even more critical look at our proposed
expenses and likely a dip in reserve funds that the WRRC
board set aside in more lucrative years.

Decisions like these belong to the WRRC Board of Commis-
sioners. That group manages the $250 -$350k you contrib-
ute each year through the $.005 assessment on each pound

of raspberries grown in Washington. The Board is made up
of 6 growers, a representative of the WA State Department
of Agriculture, and two non-voting advisory positions filled
by the rest of the board to provide expertise in areas where
the growers see need.

Good information and judgement is essential for the
Board to function well. We need a diverse set of opinions
and experiences to fairly reflect the needs of the industry.
We’'ve been well served in the past and we remain
fortunate to have a strong board. But there are concerns.

The WRRC, along with other volunteer leadership groups,
is having an increasingly difficult time filling board positions.
2 of the 6 grower positions are vacant. This narrows the
vision of the current board and raises serious concerns
about who is being trained for future leadership. We are
making a strong pitch for your involvement! There are
benefits along with the responsibilities of WRRC board
involvement. You broaden our perspectives and we in turn
provide you with new experiences and exposure to issues
and information that help you better manage your farm.

We see an upturn in raspberry Continued on page 2
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WRRC Financial Report & Draft Budget

Page 2

The following financial report & budget will be considered at the December 2nd Annual Meeting

INCOME
Category 2015 Budget 2015 Projected 2016 Draft Budget 1
Assessments $364,000 $260,000 $260,000
Interest $800 $500 $500
Other income $100 $3,000 $100
Total $364,900 $263,500 $260,600
EXPENSES
Category 2015 Budget 2015 Projected 2016 Draft Budget 1
Promotion $35,000 $3,000 $31,000
Research $232,900 $225,000 $187,000
Administration $48,000 $48,000 $48,000
Operations $24,000 $15,000 $25,000
Communications $10,000 $4,500 $7,500
Crop Protection $15,000 $7,500 $26,500
TOTAL $364,900 $303,000 $325,000
$0 ($39,500) ($64,400)
2015 Assessments $260,000 $260,000
Non Designated Funds $65,458 $65,458
Designated Reserve $360,000 $360,000
Available Balance $325,458 $325,458

State of the Industry continued from page 1

plantings in the Pacific Northwest. After a few years of decline we see increased optimism over raspberry production.
Both the WRRC and our cousin organization — the NPRC — are open to your questions and involvement in matching
optimism over the future with quality leadership to guide that future. Wise management of your assessment invest-
ments so that we all enjoy a strong and vibrant raspberry industry in the future depends on it.
Join us for the WRRC Annual Meeting and reports from the National Processed Raspberry Council (NPRC) at the start of

the Ag Show, December 2nd, at 7:30 am.
This meeting will be an opportunity to 6,000,000 Raspberry Plants Sold in the PNW
hear from both the WRRC and the NPRC
on 2015 activities and 2016 plans. And 5,000,000
for you to guide our direction. "
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Washington Red Raspberry Commission Page 3
Research Priorities 2016
#1 priorities
0 Develop cultivars that are summer bearing, high yielding, winter hardy, machine-harvestable, disease
resistant, virus resistant and have superior processed fruit quality
Maximum Residue Limits (MRL) — residue decline curves, harmonization
Fruit rot including pre harvest, post harvest, and/or shelf life.
Soil fumigation techniques and alternatives to control soil pathogens, nematodes, and weeds.
0 Management options for control of the Spotted Wing Drosophila
#2 priorities
0 Mite management
¢ Understanding soil ecology and soil borne pathogens and their effects on plant health and crop yields.
0 Root weevils
¢ Labor saving practices
0 Nutrient/Irrigation management — application techniques including pulsing
#3 priorities
0 Vertebrate pest management

S O <

0 Viruses/crumbly fruit, pollination
0 Weed management
¢ Foliar & Cane diseases — i.e. spur blight, yellow rust, cane blight, powdery mildew, etc.
0 Cane Management including suppression
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State of the Industry - 2015 Production

Grower 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
# Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds +/-

Whatcom County 87 45,761,512 56,609,913 54,287,694 66,367,838 57,739,866 63,714,274 68,772,597 50,707,827 -26.3%
Puget Sound 8 2,512,331 2,189,711 2,547,042 2,542,090 1,821,058 2,022,480 1,459,998 980,217 -60.0%
Southwest WA 13 2,375,467 3,000,060 2,910,057 3,369,313 3,108,916 2,599,862 2,368,869 1,136,190 -52.0%
WA State Total 108 50,649,310 61,799,684 59,744,792 72,279,241 62,669,840 68,336,617 72,601,464 52,824,233 -27.2%

Oregon 3,408,667 4,225,631 3,063,822 4,991,499 5,798,955 4,692,112 3,748,112 -100.0%

British Columbia 19,833,200 21,550,420 20,449,000 22,545,000 18,000,000 16,000,000 16,000,000 -100.0%

PNW Total 73,891,177 87,575,735 83,257,614 99,815,740 86,468,795 89,028,729 92,349,576 100.0%



Waghington Red Ragpberry
Commisgsion

Promotion, Fair Trade, and Research
assistance for Growers

1796 Front Street
Lynden, WA 98264
Phone: 360-354-8767
Fax: 360-354-0948
Email: info@red-raspberry.org
www.red-raspberry.org

Calendar
December 2- WRRC Annual Mtg. Lynden
December 2-4- WSU Small Fruit Workshop, Lynden Ag Show
January 20 - WRRC Board Meeting, Lynden
January 28-30 - Pacific Ag Show and Grower Shortcourse
Abbotsford, BC
March 1-4 -- North American Raspberry/Blackberry
Conference - Williamsburg, Virginia
April 86 2015 - WRRC Board Meeting, Lynden
September 7 - WRRC Board Meeting, Lynden
October 26 - WRRC Board Meeting, Lynden
November 30- - December 2, 2016 - WRRC Annual Meeting,

Small Fruit Conference & Ag Show, Lynden

Short Notes

Erin Thoeny completes 6 years of service on the WRRC board in November. She is not eligible for reappointment
which will create a vacuum on the Board. She voiced the concerns of SW WA growers well and directed our
Promotions Program as committee chair for 5 years. She oversaw the creation of the NPRC and the transition of
many of our WRRC promotion programs to their Promotion program. Thank you Erin.

We are looking to fill one open board position in Whatcom County and an at-large seat from anywhere in western
WA. Contact a current board member if you know of someone who is interested.

Darryl Ehlers has arranged to make it possible for US growers to get pesticide credits at the Pacific Ag Show and
Grower Shortcourse in Abbotsford. Darryl can be reached at 360.988.5184 or lingonberryl@aol.com if you have any
guestions about the program.

Growers are encouraged to take advantages of opportunities to learn more about issues surrounding the raspberry
industry by attending the meetings on the calendar above. More details for any of these meetings are available by
contacting the Commission’s office. Another fine resource for keeping in touch with industry information is the
Calendar page of the NW IPM site located at www.nwipm.info/calendar.asp

The WRRC has been working with a private consultant who specializes in developing federal crop insurance programs
in order to provide a better option for berry producers. Many growers have cooperated by providing financial data
that will help ensure that the programs is fair, affordable, and targeted to meet raspberry grower’s needs. Once this
is approved it will be available through private insurance agents.
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