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2007 a Very Busy Year for WRRC

2007 is shaping upto be one of the busiest years inthe Red Raspberry Commi ssion’ shistory. We have forward
looking plansin place for both our fiel d research and marketi ng needs and are busy putting these plans into acion.
We are foll owing thelead of cother crops in devel oping a srategy to ensure we make the best use of the new rasp-
berry vaieties being devel oped. We are wrgpping up involvement with the anti-dumping case agang Chile and
ae seeking new way sto addressthe issue of fora gn competition for domesti ¢ raspberry markets.

Darryl summarizes many of the recent actions in his column bel ow.
More detail sare found in the News N otes on back or, better yet, attendi ng
Commissgon meetings. You are also encouraged to talk to any of the
Commissonersor the contracted Saff.

Your opinions matter to us. Our responsihility to you the grower is to
find ways to lower your cost of production and/or increase the value of the |
crop. In short, we exist so we can make it easier for you to be profitable.
Hearing your ideas hel ps us do so.

DARRYL’S CORNER - byDaryl Ehlers, Grower and Raspberry commissioner

Hi all,

| am writing this asan opinion page with my observation asa commi ssioner and grower. Many things are hap-
peningthat | consi der exciting with W RRC. The WRRC has been goingthrough a major change to meet the
chall enges head on. First and foremost we aeinthe process of changing our commission to look more like the
Blueberry commiss on, by starting the processof being an entity of USD A asa Research and Promoti on unit on
anational bas swith the help and servicesof Tom Krugman contracted with WRRC. The numbersare asanot
exact cost, but thereis alot of dl fruitcomingtothe US. This lowersyour val ue by keeping the supply plate
full. The Research and Promoti on cycle will beavote by of the growe's. The charge wil | be approxi mately be
$.005 centsfor all fruit entering the US. And to meke everything legal, all growers will match that amount,
whichwould bethe same amount you are paying now. W e ae | ooking for agood bangfor our buck. It wil | cost
in the neighborhood of $175,000.00to turn our selvesinto a R& P ove aperiod of est. twoyears. These funds
are dready inthe hands of WRRC to make thishgpen. Thiswill dlow importsto help pay for promotionand
research. The WRRC will become a grass roots satd lite of N&ional R& P and play asmall part of the big pic-
ture Butitwill giveall growers abase for voicingtheir concanson alocal level. The cost to growersat thelo-
cal levd asan edimate will go down$ . 0025 cents for WRRC instead of $.005 centsnow bei ngpaid. | am jus
paintinga picture of our future, therates, costs, and directi on lays with our growers. You need to attend the com-
mi ssion meetingsto voice your opinion

Our contracted executive director Henry Bierlink, afew yeas back was being pai d $60,000.00 annually. We as
aboard reduced that to $44,000.00. as to pay for a certifi ed accountant andto contract Tom Feerbolt Manage-
ment for Web Site and major coordinator of WRRC activities. Now we have, increased Henry's salary to sub-
contrad those who are needed to make the R&P happen, d ong with his own extra servi cesand knowledge
When the R& P is completed, it with possibly change the rate for our local office lower andincrease to whom
ever operates the national office. All this will be supported by importsand national assessments.

The National Berry crop Institution, whichis being organized thisspring. This is a program that j oins five ber-
ries together, which are Ragpberri es, Blueberries, Cranberries, Blackberries, Strawberriestogether on a nati onal
scale. The purpose isgroup ng grantsasa bary group with federal visions, research as a health vison and com-
muni cation asalagea group of berry producers placing alarge foot print on the map. Henry our executive man-
ger, will also be organizing this NBCl as part of hisduties. The cost to maintain NBCI wil | be minimal, because
it will be supported by all five fruits. There will al o be representatives of Washington growers on thisna-
tional board.

The IRA, (International Raspberry Association) isagroup of countriesthat grow raspberries. An agent of
WRRC met with group to decide if major raspberry growing arias have merit to create said group. Thisis still on
going.
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WRRC Board Votesto Pursue National Research and Promotion Program

A dilemma facing the WRRC has been that it is difficult to justify spending large amounts of money on creating
new markets for ragpberries when it becomesapparent that many, if not most, of the markets will buy raspberiesoff-
shore. Blueberry growers solved this problem by establishing a federal Research and Promotion Order in 2001.
Growers renewed support for this program last fall by a wide margin. T his order mandates that imported blueberries
pay the same levd of assessmentstowards research and promotion programthat domedti ¢ bl ueberry growersdo. This
a lowed the US Highbush Bl ueberry Council to add nearly % million dollarsto promotionin recent yeas.

The WRRC has committed to submitting an application to the USDA to organize a smilar program for frozen red
raspberries. Thisisan 18 month process with ebundant opportunities for grower input at public meetings, by provid-
ing written comments, etc. It ultimately goes toa grower vote to be established. We sense this step wil | provi de you
withthe increased produd devel opment and marketi ng dol larsthat are needed to drive up raspbery demand.

Tom Krugman Hired as Development Coordinator

The WRRC is fortunate to find an experienced bery indugtry resource living in Olympia and available for service.
Tom K rugman has worked for anumber of agcommiss onsin his career the most recent being the California Straw-
berry Commi ssion. Tom knows many of thekey industry contacts and understands both our situationand the path we
are clearing to improve growe profitability. Tom has been engaged by the WRRC to prepare the application for a
Research and Promotion Program to the USDA. Our hope is to have the applicati on in and the publi c hearing process
underway by A pril .

7 Pr ionR h Program — F ing on Prioriti

The research projects funded by the commi ssion this year seek to address the high priority needs identified by the
growers last fall. They include 1) A project by Dr. Tom Forge (Pacific Agri-Food Research Centre, British Colum:
bia) addressng soil health; 2) Nemacur replacement trids with Dr. Jack Pinkerton (USDA) and Dr. Katerina Riga
(W8, Prosser); 3) ldentifying genetic markers for phytophthora root rot in breeding program selections with Dr.
Courtney Weber (Cornell University, New York); 4) Weed control with Dr. Tim Miller WSJ, Mt. Vernon); 5) Irri-
gati on Management to reduce root rot and nitrate [ eeching (Dr. Tom Wdters (WSU, Mt. Vemon); and 6) Insect and
Mite Management with Dr. Lynell Tani goshi who isal so movingto WSU Mt. Vernon.

Phytophthora Root Rot Survey Still Available

If you are interested in having either pre-plant propagules or field samples tested for Phytophthora root rot, contact
Colleen Burrows or Craig MacConnell at WSU Whatcom County Extension (360) 676-6736 or, in Clark or Cowlitz
counties, Tom Peerbolt at 503-970-0922. Freg with on farm sampling and pick up all done for you. Results will be
posted anonymously (by grower generated codes) on the W SJ Whatcom County website. This is a research project
funded by the W ashington State Commiss on for Pestici de Registrati ons and the Washington Red Raspberry Commis-
sion totest the effecti veness of newly implemented PCR testi ngtedhni ques.

Market Research a New Dimension of WRRC Activities

The WRRC Board hasrefocused its energy and dollars on investing in product development research, research identi-
fying the health properties of red raspberries and communicating our findings to consumers andfood i ndustry buyers.
W e are funding projects which: 1) Examine Microwave Drying Technology for Rasgpberries with Dr. Carter Clary
(W8UJ, Pullman); 2)A Literaure Review of Health Projects related to Raspberri eswith Joe Powe's (WSU, Pullman);
3) Examining Suppression of Cancer in Humans through Berry Consumpti on with Dr. Lyndon L arcom (G emson U).
We ae also organizing a Health Roundtable this Soring unde the direction of Rodger Wasson who has been con-
tracted by boththe WRRC andthe BC Raspberry industry.

2007 I nternational Berry Health Benefits Symposium

Every other yea, at Oregon State University, amajor symposium focuses on the growing body of scientific knowl-
edge which establishes that dietary intake of berries has a positive and profound effect on human disease preven-
tion. Contact http://www.oregon-berri es.com for regidration information. Grower/packeas and processors are w |
advisedto parti cipate in sponsoringthisevent. More information is avail ble at dther the WRRC or the ORBC.

Small Fruit Update

Growers who have not yet signed up for the WRRC sponsored Small Fruit Update are encouraged to do so. This
email update provided by Peerbolt Crop Management provides timely crop information and a link to what is happen-
ing throughout the PNW berry industry. Contact the WRRC with your email address and we'll see you receiveit.




